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JUDGE. The law recognises no conditions in a case like
this, and it is for the Court to dispose of the child.

BAKONESS. Why, that's very peculiar!

JUDGE. For this reason it is of utmost importance that the
Court learn who has caused the dissension leading to this suit.
According to appended minutes of the Vestry Board, it ap-
pears that the wife has admitted having at times shown a
quarrelsome and difficult disposition, while the husband has
admitted no fault. Thus, Baroness, you appear to have ad-
mitted-----

BARONESS. That's a lie!

JUDGE. I find it difficult to believe that the minutes of the
Vestry Board, countersigned by the Pastor and eight other
trustworthy men, can be inaccurate.

BARONESS. The report is false!

JUDGE. Such remarks cannot be made with impunity be-
fore this Court.

BARON. May I call attention to the fact that I have volun-
tarily surrendered the child to the Baroness on certain condi-
tions ?

JUDGE. And I have to repeat once more what I said before,
namely, that the case will be decided by the Court and not by
the parties to it. Therefore: you deny having caused any
dissension, Baroness ?

BARONESS. Indeed, I do! And it is not the fault of one
that two quarrel.

JUDGE. This is no quarrel, Baroness, but a criminal case;
and furthermore, you seem now to be displaying a contentious
temperament as well as inconsiderate behaviour.

BARONESS. Then you don't know my husband.

JUDGE. Will you please explain yourself, for I can base no
decision on mere insinuations.